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Other States Bury Power Lines. We Can Too. 
 

SUMMARY: Raising the funds still needed to bury the transmission lines on the Providence/East 

Providence waterfront will cost the average RI ratepayer about 12 cents/month. Other states have 

been sharing the cost of burying wires among a broad group of ratepayers for decades. 

 

$17 MILLION STILL NEEDED to raise the $34M cost of burying the wires. Spreading the 

shortfall among RI’s nearly 500,000 electricity ratepayers will cost the average RI ratepayer about 

1/10
th

 of 1% of the average monthly electrical bill of $95, according to the RI Division of Public 

Utilities. This project will benefit the state, as several state agencies and many others have said. The 

cost to state ratepayers would decline annually over 30 years.  

 

PROV./E.PROV. CONTRIBUTION: The two cities’ ratepayers will pay about $13.6M of the cost 

to bury the wires: about $9M, mostly from the refund for the two cities that was set aside 10 years 

ago for burial, and an additional $4.6M as their portion of the $17M to be raised statewide if needed.  

 

OTHER STATES BURY POWER LINES by spreading the cost among a broad base of ratepayers 

over 30 years, minimizing the impact on individual ratepayers: 

 

      -- California: A 47-year-old program sets aside 1.15% of investor-owned utilities’ gross receipts, 

resulting in $78M spent in 2014 alone on burying power lines in public areas, which the companies 

recover from all their ratepayers. In San Diego, an additional 3.5% charge on the city’s 574,000 

ratepayers finances other burial projects.   
  

Under California’s criteria, burial projects qualify for regional funding if they are in “a civic 

area or public recreation area or an area of unusual scenic interest to the general public.” Both 

the Capital Region waterfront and Thames Street in Newport, where businesses have sought to bury 

overhead lines for seven years, would meet these criteria. 
 

         -- South Carolina: SC Electric & Gas has spent $30M over 15 years burying wires in 20 cities, 

which raise 50% of the cost. SCG&E recovers the other 50% from their 660,000 ratepayers. SCG&E 

has also buried transmission lines under Charleston harbor, recovering all costs from ratepayers. 
 

      -- Colorado: Xcel Energy has buried wires for 40 years. It designates 1% of electrical revenues 

from a city’s ratepayers for burial projects, and recovers the cost from its ratepayers statewide.  
 

      -- Virginia: State legislation mandates that the state’s utility spend 5% of its distribution rate 

base to bury outage-prone power lines. The cost to Dominion’s 2.5M electric customers will start at 

60-70 cents/month for the average ratepayer. 
 

      -- Washington, DC: PEPCO’s $1 billion undergrounding program will be funded in part by the 

average DC ratepayer paying 18 cents/month initially. 

 

A BROAD COALITION has advocated burial as good public policy and an economic driver for 

the state because it will (1) enhance the gateway to the Capital Region and its four waterfront parks, 

(2) boost tourism and waterfront development, and (3) reduce the risk of outages from storms and 

rising sea levels. The coalition includes state and local agencies, 50 civic organizations and leaders, 

seven Providence Journal editorials, and 2,100 petition signers.     2/16 
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